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REPAIR Original masonry should, wherever possible, be
cleaned, repaired, and repointed rather than resurfaced. Small
areas of masonry that may need replacement shall be patched
with a material matching the original surface in texuire, color,
and detailing as closely as possible. Original details, carved
surfaces, moldings, enframements, and cornices shall be
preserved or replicaied. Covering brick or stone masonry with
other materials is inappropriate.

BROWNSTONE Brownstone may require special treatment
involving replacement materials and coatings; each situation
will be reviewed individually. Any replacement material must
approximate brewnstone in composition, appearance, and tex-
ture.

CLEANING The commission recommends cleaning of
masonry only when necessary to halt deterioration. The most
gentle clemning method possible shall be used. Methods and
specificadons shall be submited to the commission for review
prior to commezcing work. Wire brushing, sandblasting, and
other abrasive techniques are not allowed.

REPOINTING New mortar shall match the coler and profiie
of the original. Mortar shall have 2 high sand and lime content
to preserve the softer nineteenth cennury brick. Methods and
specificadons shall be submined to the commission for review
prior to commencing work. Joints should be raked, tooled,
scored, or otherwise reated to imitate older wall surfaces.
Flush and smeared joints and scrub coating are not allowed.
Upon completcn of repointing, all excess mortar and residual
film shall be removed.

PAINT Unpainted masonry facades shall not be painted un-
less the commission ag-ees that painting is required. Paint
removal, especiaily from brick surfaces, is encouraged. Pre-
viously painted masonry may be repainted only in a color ap-
proved by the commission. Previously painted masonry
surfaces should be tested for possible removal of the paint (in a
manner approved by the commission staff) before repainting is
approved. In instances where repainting of masonry trim is ap-
proved, all of the

stone trim elements, including front steps, porch, basement,
comice and door and window enframements should be painted
the same natural stone color. The appearance and propordons
of a building should not be substantially altered by painting.

DOORS AND ENTRANCES

DOOR OPENINGS Alterations to the design, proportions
and arrangement of door openings on the historic facade, other
than restoration to documented historical conditions, are inap-
propriate. The reduction or enlargement of openings, the intro-
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sible so as to be mvisible from the street. Antennas shall not
excesd 6 feet m amy dimension nor extent mare than 5 fest
above the main roof level. Antennas and all asseciated equip-
ment including stands, swrapping, and fastenes should be dark
(preferably black) in color. Anterma cable should be run in-
side the building. Removal of unused antennas is encouraged.

COMMUNICATIONS AND SERVICE EQUIPMENT All
commuricatons and service equipment is subject 1o ComImis-
sion review. No telephone, elecrrical, cable television wiring
or other utlity equipment shall be instailed on the primary
elevaticns of any buildings. All wiring and equipment should
be blaci. Buiiding azachments shall be made betwezn the first
and second story on the rear elevations. All connecgons 0 in-
dividual tuilding units must be made inside the building.
GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS Gurers, downspouts,
flashing. and other visible metalwork on the primary elevaden
shail be copper. Decorative copper fiings must be preserved.
Unpainted mill finish alumirum is inaprrogriate.
Dowrsoeuts sheuld be placed inconspicuously ard should net
obscure significant architecrural fearures.

AIR CONDITIONERS Individual wincdow air condinoness

are permined on 2 seasonal basis (May through September)
Athout commission approval. Air conditoning units should

protade minimally: external support brackets are not allowed.

Air cerditoners shall not disaurb the configuradon of the win-
dow cpening or puncame the walls of a building.
SECURITY CAMERAS Security cameras are allowed oniy

in unusual circumstmess (Le., consulates). Where necsssy,
they shall be inconspicuous M size, color, and locadon.

VENTS Vents are most appropriately located on the upper-
moszeof in an inconspicuous are. Wall penezation for vents
is inappropriate.

PUBLICAREAS

CRITERIA Conszucton work in public areas of the Back
Bay should be planned and executed to enhance the historical
ard architecaural character of the district
SIDEWALKS AND CURBS Existing granite, brick or cen-
crete sicewalks shall be repaired and restored in kind. Where
orignal materials have been replaced, their resteradon is ex-
couraged. Granite curbs shall be retained and reused whezever
possible.

STREET FURNITURE Miscellaneous pubiic smeet furni-
tuse such as waffic and light boxes, vending machines,
newspaper boxes, wasi receptacles, mail boxes, ard teleghone
panels and booths, poles, meterTs, etc. ;e subject o commis-

sicn review and shall be appropriate M scale and design-

STREET LIGHTING The installation of historically ap-
propriate lightng fixmures is encouraged. Existing gas lights
and historically apprepriate fixmures shall be repaired or
replaced in kind.

OPEN SPACE Preservation and enchancement of public
open space is imperant © the architectural dismict Design of
pubiic spaces should reflect the histeric fabric of the area.

WIRING Additonal poles for overnead wires are prohitied.
All new wiring shall be installed underground. When szee:s
are disrupted for underground installation or repair, they shall
be repaired to macl the original condidon in materials, color,
and texne.
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GLOSTARTY

Extefior work: AnY repair, ceconszuction, restoration, reclace-
ment, rehabilitagon, alteration. demolition, Or new conswuc:
tion proposed for the exterior of a building which may involve
changes in mateials, dimensions, desig., configuration. tex-
ture, color, or visual appearance (includes masonry cleaning,
repointing, repair, and paintng).

W@ﬂ: Any work which will involve no
change i materials, dimensions, design. configuration, calor,
texture or visual appearancs-

Primerv elevation: Also the "facade,” the front or strezt face
of a building.

Secondary elevations: The side and rear walls of a building.
Shall: Where “shall" is used in these guidelines, it denctes ac-
ton which is specifically required to preserve and protect sig-
nificant architecmural feanues.
Should: Where "should” is used, it denotes a recommended
course of acden.

Adepted 2/14/90



